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STATE ACCOUNTS FIGURES 

81. Mr M.P. WHITELY to the Premier:  
Will the Premier advise the House of the state accounts figures released last week by the Australian Bureau of 
Statistics? 
Dr G.I. GALLOP replied: 
I thank the member for the question.  

It is appropriate to inform the House of the excellent figures for domestic growth in Western Australia released 
last week by the ABS.  Domestic growth increased by 3.2 per cent in the June quarter 2002.  Over the 2001-02 
year, the domestic economy grew by a massive 6.6 per cent following a decline of 1.6 per cent over 2000-01.  
What did the Leader of the Opposition predict the growth would be when he was asked to comment on this late 
last year?  He said the Government was being wildly optimistic with its prediction of four per cent.  He said the 
growth rate in Western Australia would be about two per cent.  That was an indication of his negative outlook.  
He adopts a negative point of view on every issue on which he speaks and tries to undermine development in the 
State of Western Australia.  When he was in Geraldton, he talked down the Geraldton port development.  He 
tried to undermine investor confidence in the Burrup Peninsula and he has been undermining the hi-smelt ore 
project in Kwinana.  The Leader of the Opposition is always talking down development in the State of Western 
Australia.  He reminds me of Reg, who we all remember from the film Life of Brian.  The People’s Front for the 
Liberation of Judea were before him and he asked, “What have the Romans ever done for us?”  One of them 
said, “Oh, well, there’s aqueducts.”  Reg asked, “Besides that, what have they done for us?”  He was told, “We 
have sewerage.”  Like Reg, the Leader of the Opposition goes around Western Australia asking, “What has the 
Gallop Government ever done for us?”  Someone sticks up his hand and says, “We now have growth of 6.6 per 
cent in Western Australia.”  The Leader of the Opposition then asks, “Besides the 6.6 per cent, what has the 
Gallop Government done for us?”   
The Government has a $3.1 billion capital works program for improving the State’s ports, power stations and 
water supply.  “Besides the 6.6 per cent rate of growth and the $3.1 billion capital works program, what has the 
Gallop Government ever done for us?”  Then someone in the audience says, “They have stopped logging old-
growth forest.”  “Besides the 6.6 per cent rate of growth, the $3.1 billion capital works program and stopping 
old-growth logging, what has the Gallop Government ever done for us?”  The Leader of the Opposition needs to 
become a little more positive.   
Mr C.J. Barnett:  Your ego is ahead of your ability.   
Dr G.I. GALLOP:  It is a question not of ego but of pride in the State of Western Australia; that is what it is all 
about.  It is about pride in the people of Western Australia who have achieved so much, and pride in the 
performance of my Government in bringing about significant changes in this State.   
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER:  Order! 
Dr G.I. GALLOP:  The Leader of the Opposition is taking a caravan of misery around Western Australia.  He is 
talking down our State.  He will not win one political point by talking down the achievements of the great State 
of Western Australia.   
 


